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• Product Design
• Architectural Design
• Journalism
• Master Chef
• Global Studies
• Visual Art - A Personal Journey

CHOOSING YOUR ELECTIVES
1. Use this guide to have a look at the electives on offer this year. 

2. You need to choose 4 elective courses.  To ensure that we meet the 
requirements of the NZ Curriculum, at least one elective must be an 
“Arts” subject and one must be a “Technology” subject.  In the guide 
the following symbols are used to denote these subjects.

*You are able to do more than one Arts / Technology subject

3. Complete this google form to let us know what you would like to 
do in 2022!  (Please note as part of the form we will be asking you to 
confirm your language option for next year also)

Elective Selection Form

CURRICULUM STRUCTURE
All students follow the same basic course. Full year compulsory courses 
are: 

• English
• Science
• Social Studies
• Mathematics
• Physical Education and Health
• Language (see below)

Language:
All students are required to choose a language in Y9, which is studied 
for the entire year. Language options that are available are: 

• Te Reo Māori
• Chinese
• Samoan
• Tongan. 

Extra English support is available for students from non-English speak-
ing backgrounds.

Electives:
To complete their timetable students also choose 4 elective courses, 
each of which will run for 1/2 a year.  The electives that are offered in 
2022 are:

• Pasifika Studies
• The Great Outdoors - Akoranga Nui Tu-ā-Nuku
• Business Boot Camp
• Inside Out - Human Body Systems
• Introduction to Filmmaking - Telling stories through media
• How to talk to Robots
• Dance and Drama
• Music

TechnologyArts



New Zealand is the world's largest polynesian country. This course 
will focus on the histories, experiences and perspectives of Pacific 
people in New Zealand. It is a genuine and legitimate learning ex-
perience where our students will develop strength and knowledge 
in contemporary and traditional Pasifika performance and cultural 
norms and practices. As well as the obvious benefit for our students’ 
cultural identity, this course can also be the beginning of students’ 
further study in history, drama, dance, music, film and television.

THE GREAT OUTDOORS
AKORANGA NUI TU-Ā-NUKU

Students will immerse themselves in a range of different 
challenging activities with the goal of being more confident, 
positive, role models of Onehunga High School. Students will 
participate in physical education and recreation to improve their 
health and fitness, learn a new skill, creating a sense of belonging 
and ownership. They will also take part in a service which makes a 
positive difference to the lives of others. Students will participate 
in an Outdoor Education led experience where students can 
work outside of their comfort zone and develop leadership and 
teamwork skills. This course is a taster of the Duke of Edinburgh 
Bronze award. 

PASIFIKA STUDIES



In this course, students will explore how the human body 
moves and functions to carry out everyday life activities. Using 
investigative and experimental skills, students will study how 
the human body works at the molecular, cellular, and organ 
system levels. Over the course of this programme, students will 
delve into the human anatomy, circulatory system, and digestive 
system. At the core of this programme is the acquisition of 
fundamental skills in observation, experiment, critical thinking, 
and interpretation.

INSIDE OUT- Human Body Systems

Business Boot Camp is an exciting course that inspires creativity 
and risk-taking through a student-led business activity. The course 
incorporates problem solving, decision making, transferable skills and 
a broad understanding of business and entrepreneurship. Students 
will plan, produce and market a soap, reflecting on outcomes and 
suggesting recommendations for future business activities. This, 
combined with some basic business theory will promote a growth 
mindset and equip students for future learning.

BUSINESS BOOT CAMP



Students will create digital projects including a website, 
an interactive animation, and controlling and automating 
a robot.  They will develop programming skills including 
computational thinking, debugging programs, algorithm 

design, and data manipulation.  They will take into account 
both end user experience and code optimisation when 

designing solutions to problems.

Students will explore the world of filmmaking and 
storytelling. Students will identify the ways media impacts 
their own lives, and critique the role the audience plays in 

the creation of media. Students will also explore the basics of 
filmmaking and discover their own unique storytelling style. 
And of course, students will hone their cinematography and 

editing skills to produce their own finished media product.

INTRO TO FILMMAKING: 
Telling Stories through Media

HOW TO TALK TO ROBOTS



Students will learn and contribute to making an original 
dance and drama performance event. Students will explore 
a theme or idea through dance and drama. Students will 
learn about production technologies and how to stage a 
performance for an invited audience. In this course students 
will explore both learning areas (dance and drama) but may 
choose to present their learning in their preferred form. 

DANCE & DRAMA

Students will learn and contribute to developing a musical 
performance event, performing on their chosen instrument, or 
sharing an original composition. To enable this students will 
explore the development and history of music, learn the ba-
sics of composition, and develop basic performance practice. 
Students will learn about production technologies and how to 
stage a performance for an invited audience.

MUSIC



PRODUCT DESIGN

Develop drawing, modelling and communications skills around 
an architectural context.  Students will learn how to present 
drawings and models when solving a simple architectural 
design brief.  The course will include basic CAD and 3D print 

models. 

Students will design and make products using a design 
brief and specifications.  Students will learn problem solving 
and hands-on workshop skills producing a real take home 
product.  They will manufacture two different products using 
a range of different materials and techniques.  This will 
include using traditional manufacturing methods as well as 
3D printing. 

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN



Students will work independently and in groups to 
investigate areas of journalism that appeal to them. Students 
will co-create an online ‘newspaper’ that will include student 
written articles, opinion pieces, reviews, and profiles for 
an audience of their peers. Students will work together to 
decide the design, layout and content of the paper.

JOURNALISM

MASTER CHEF

This course is a fun introduction to cooking that will teach 
basic kitchen skills mixed with a weekly cooking challenge. The 
course culminates with a “grand final” lunch that the students 

will prepare for selected teachers. 



This course provides art making experiences in at least three fields. This will include 
combinations of observational drawing, sculpture, colour theory, pattern design 
compositions, intaglio or collograph printing, painting and multi-media art-making and 
potentially the use of the Adobe suite.  Students will have the opportunity to explore 
how International and New Zealand artists make Art. 

The programme will recognise toi Māori and Tikanga Māori, and the multicultural 
makeup of students and society by referencing a broad range of traditional and 
contemporary, local and overseas subject matter as motivation for students to 
develop ideas. 

Students will develop literacy skills through practical application of Art 
terminology, teacher led research of relevant art models and student 
evaluation.

VISUAL ARTS: “A Personal Journey”

Global Studies will focus on global politics, globalisation, 
and sustainability. The students will examine power 
relationships between groups and the effects on human 
rights and issues of environmental sustainability from 
both cooperation and competition. The students will 
apply their learning through an in-class strategy game 

where the options are limitless. 

GLOBAL STUDIES



We look forward to you 
continuing your learning 

journey with us!

www.onehungahigh.school.nz
my.ohs.school.nz

09-636-6006

https://www.onehungahigh.school.nz
https://my.ohs.school.nz/

